April 2016

Issue 13

ZimVAC Lean Season Monitoring Assessment: 2016
The Government of Zimbabwe has continued to exhibit
its commitment for reducing food and nutrition
insecurity in Zimbabwe. Like most of Southern Africa,
Zimbabwe has been visited by the strongest El Ninoinduced drought that has led His Execellency, the
President Cde. R.G. Mugabe to declare a State of
Disaster in accordance with Section 27(1) of the Civil
Protection Act of 1989. In response to this El Nino
phenomena, ZimVAC undertook a rapid assessment
focussing on updating the ZimVAC May2015 Rural
Livelihoods Assessment results. This lean season
monitoring focused on the relevant food and nutrition
security parameters. The process followed a 3 pronged
approach that included, a review of existing food and
nutrition secondary data, qualitative district Focus
Group Discussions (FGDs) and a household survey
representative at provincial and national level for key
food security parameters. Data collection for the
assessment was undertaken over the period 17 – 28
January 2016.
Following the finalisation of the report, ZimVAC
embarked on a wide dissemination exercise of the Lean
Season Monitoring Assessment results in line with its
mandate to promote a cohesive national response to the
prevailing household food insecurity and malnutrition.
To date, the results have been shared with the Food and
Nutrition Management Team, the Working Party of
Permanent Secretaries, the ZimAsset Food Security
and Nutrition Cluster, the Food Assisitance Working
Group,the SADC-RVAA programme as well as Heads of
Embassies and Donors. Members of the ZimVAC
Technical Committee also went to all the 60 rural
districts of the country to disseminate these results.
This bulletin presents highlights of the Lean Season
Monitoring Assessment results.

Highlights of the 2016 Rapid Assessment
Results
The following is a summary of the findings from the
2016 ZimVAC Lean Seaon Monitoring Assessment
together with key recommendations for stakeholders:

Area Planted to Maize
Compared to the same time last year, the area planted
to maize was lower this season (see figure 1). The
majority of the crop was at vegetative stage including
small grains and legumes. The Water Requirement
rd
Satisfaction Index (WRSI) for the 3 dekad of January
indicated that the majority of areas did not receive
enough water to sustain a good maize crop.
Crop condition for the majority of the crops was fair to
good in the upper part of the country. In some wards
(5%), households had not yet planted the maize crop
due to poor spatial and temporal distribution of
rainfall and 29% of the wards had predominantly
suffered permanent wilting. For some areas that
received significant rains after the assessment, a
recovery of some crops is expected. Beitbridge had
received significant amounts of rainfall just before the
assessment.
In light of this situation a below average summer crop
harvest is anticipated. There is great need to monitor
the evolution of the season and its implication on the
food security situation between this assessment and
the May Rural Livelihoods Assessments using
secondary data being gathered and analysed by
different institutions. The Ministry of Agriculture
Mechnisation and Irriagation Development's first and
second round crop and livelistock assessments are
notable examples in this regard.

Grazing and Livestock Situation
Livestock make a significant contribution to the
livelihoods of many households, particularly in the
southern districts, and their productivity largely
depends on the grazing condition. Grazing was
generally poor and inadequate across the country.
About 25 districts had critically inadequate pastures,
and above normal livestock deaths due to drought had
been recorded in these districts. Livestock condition
ranged from very poor to fair in most districts, with
only 11 districts indicating that livestock condition was
good. The map below depict the national grazing
availabilty picture as at January 2016.
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(1,993), Tsholotsho (1,145) and Binga (993).This
situation poses a threat to household incomes as
households in rural areas normally depend on livestock
sales to generate income forfood, school fees and
health care among other things. In addition, nutrition
security and draught power for production of food and
transportation purposes are negatively affected.
The map below shows Cattle deaths by District as at
January 2016.

Figure 1: Grazing Availability as at January 2016)

In terms of livestock diseases, Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD) which was widespread in Matabeleland South,
Midlands and Masvingo provinces and parts of
Manicaland (Chipinge South) and Mashonaland West
(Ngezi) had been contained (see figure 2). However,
the existence of quarantine in the areas impacts
negatively on the livestockprice.
Other livestock disease occurences in various districts
in the country were new castle, black leg, tick borne,
lumby skin and swine fever. It is recommended that
livestock support programmes should be intensified to
ensure that all critical facets (feed, water and drugs) are
adequately covered.

Figure 3: Drought related deaths as at January 2016

Water Situation
Although the proportion of households accessing
water from improved sources (78%) was found to be
comparable to the results from the previous
assessments, the percentage of households accessing
inadquate amounts of water for domestic use during
the assessment period (January) (35%) was unusually
high. Masvingo and Manicaland provinces had the
highest proportions of households with inadequate
water for domestic use; 41.7% and 40.4%
respectively(see figure 5).

Figure 2: Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak as at August 2015.

Drought related Deaths:
Cumulative livestock deaths as a result of drought were
at 16 681 at the time of the assessment with the
highest deaths having been recorded in Chiredzi
(2,638), followed by Chipinge, (2,600), then Mwenezi
This project is funded by the European Union.
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Figure 4: Proportion of households reporting inadequate water
supply by Province

On average, 49.2 % of households reported unavailability of
water for their livestock, with Manicaland province
reporting the highest proportion of 59% followed by
Matabeleland North with 55.6%(see figure 6).In
Mashonaland West, generally water was available for
livestock with only 25.1% reporting unavailability of the
precious commodity. Nationally, 81% of households
reported unavailability of water for agricultural purposes
(irrigation schemes and gardens). Masvingo province
reported the highest levels (90%) of inadequate water for
agriculture, followed by Matabeleland North and Midlands
with 85.6%.

points with motorised pumps. The rehabilitation, drilling
and construction of new water points in areas with high
ground water potential should also be undertaken.
Where applicable, this should consider the use of solar
and wind energy.

Food and Livestock Markets

Dam levels were decreasing due to the poor rainfall season.
At national level, dams were on average at 51% full. All
catchment areas were below expected levels for this time of
the year except for Manyame and Mazowe.

Generally maize grain was available (readily and
sometimes) in more than 50% of the wards.Maize meal
was readily available in most wards.Maize grain was
mainly available from GMB selling points and mobile
vendors moving from one market place to the
other.There is an urgent need to revive and improve the
Grain Marketing Board district depots and selling points,
especially in Matabeleland North province to prevent
any possible reductions in access to and availability of
maize

Response to these water shortage problems should be
addressed by equipping existing high yielding water

The Maps below sumarises grain and maize meal
availability across the country.

Figure 5: Grain and Maize Meal Availabilty as at January 2016

Maize grain prices were ranging from $4 to $12 per bucket and maize meal prices were ranging from $4.50 to $6
per 10 kg (see figures below).

Maize grain prices per kg

Maize meal prices per kg

Figure 6: Maize Grain and Maize Meal Prices as at January 2016
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In terms of cattle prices, it was observed that low cattle
prices were recorded in areas where cattle condition
was poor and quaratine for notifiable diseases. The
lowest average cattle prices were recorded in Chivi and
Mwenzi with an average price of $80.

Food Assistance
Matabeleland North (49%) had the highest number of
households that had received food assistance from
Government and its Development Partners(figure 9).

Food Availability and Consumption
Patterns
Main Sources of Grain
As expected, households were mainly depending on
purchases for grain.But the proportion of households
depending on casual labour for grain was unusually
low due to the poor rainfall season that dampened the
demand for casual labour.

Figure 7: Proportion of households recieving assistance as
at January 2016

The map below depicts the total population covered by
the interventions as compared to the food insecure
population according to the ZimVAC May 2015
projections. All districts were receiving assistance from
either Government or Development Partners.Although
all the districts in the country benefitted from food
assistance interventions, the intervetions were not
covering all the people in need and often the level of
assistance wasnot completely covering the food gap at
household level. It wastherefore recommended that
the coverage and adequacy of food assistance
programmes be scaled up in accordance with revised
food insecurity projections during the peak hunger
period.

Grain Sources

Proportion

Purchases

69%

Own production

23%

Food Assistance

6%

Casual labour

2%

Figure 9: Main Soures of Grain as at January 2016

Food Consumption
Almost 78% of households were having one or two
meals a day; up from 63% in May 2015. Those
consuming one meal a day increased from 5% to 17%.
Midlands and Masvingo provinces had the greatest
change in households eating one meal a day; from
about 7% to about 24%.

Figure8: Response Coverage (1.5 million) as at January 2016
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Figure 10: Proportion of households consuming different number of meals per day in January 2016 compared to May 2015

Child Nutrition Status
The nutrition situation among rural communities
waspoor. The Global Acute Malnutrition rate of
children aged 6-59 months was found to be 5.7% ( see
figure 11). This is the highest level ever recorded over
the past 15years. The Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
rate for children aged 6-59 months was 2.1% which is
slightly above the 2% threshold for emergency
response in Zimbabwe. This is a stark increase over the
SAM rate observed over the past 15 years in
Zimbabwe's rural areas that had stayed below 1%.
Targeted supplementary feeding for children under five
with moderate acute malnutrition and pregnant and

lactating women is recommended and where such a
programme already exists, scaling up should be
considered.Active identification of malnourished
children should be scaled up to ensure early detection
and referral of malnourished children for treatment
and referral facilities and referral systems should be
capacitated with skills for management of acute
malnutrition.Effort to mobilise more resources to
procure more stocks of commodities for prevention
and treatment of severe acute malnutrition and
moderate acute malnutrition needed to be stepped
up to ensure adequate stocks at treatment sites. The
precarious nutritional situation requires constant
monitoring and full scale nutrition survey should be
nested in the May 2016 Rural Livelihoods Assessment.

Figure 11:Prevalence of Acute Malnutrition in Children 6-59 months of Age (Weight/Height & Oedema)
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Stunting (28.2%) remains a nutrition challenge
requiring attention. Stunting is higher in boys than girls.
Stunting was highest amongstthe 12 to 23 and the 24 to
35 months age groups.

Food Security Prevelance Jan-March
The food security situation was expected to worsen
during this last quarter of the 2015/16 consumption
year with the proportion of the rural households who
are deemed food insecure doubling from the May 2015
projection of 16%. The revised food insecurity
prevalence in the rural areas during the peak hunger
period (January-March 2016) was30%. This
represented approximately 2 829 159 people. The
provinces with the highest prevalence of food insecurity
were Matabeleland North (43%) followed by Midlands
(33%), Masvingo (32%), Mashonaland West (30%) and
Matabeleland South (28%). The provinces with the
lowest prevalence of food insecurity were
Mashonaland East (22%) followed by Mashonaland
Central (25%) and Manicaland (27%).
Despite having the lowest prevalence of food insecurity,

Mashonaland East was found to have the highest
increase in food insecurity rates from the May 2015
projections (64% increase from 8% to 22%).
Mashonaland West (53%) and Mashonaland Central
(52%) also witnessed high increases in food insecurity
levels (see fig. 12).
Food insecurity rates above 50% were found in 7
districts: Buhera (61%), Umguza (57%), Mbire (55%),
Umzingwane (51%), Zvishavane (50%), Mwenezi (50%)
and Binga (50%). The districts of Guruve (10%), Seke
(10%), Hwedza (15%), Mazowe (15%) and Shamva
(15%) had the lowest food insecurity rates (See Table
1).
These results have contributed in a big way to the
declaration of the El Nino induced drought a State of
Disaster by His Excellency the President Cde. R.G.
Mugabe and have been used as the empirical evidence
in the 2016-2017 Drought Disaster Domestic and
International Appeal for Assistance. There is need to
continuously monitor the situation hence a full annual
rural livelihoods assessment is on cards in May 2016.

Figure 12:Food Security Prevalance per Province
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