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FOREWORD

The Government of Zimbabwe aims to meet national targets under the National Development Strategy 1, 
Sustainable Development Goals, including Zero Hunger by 2030, with the support of the United Nations World 
Food Programme and other development partners. Evidence and knowledge are the starting point to ending 
hunger and improving nutrition. Hence policies and programmes need to be based on accurate and reliable 
data and information to make a difference in people’s lives. In view of the above, the District Profiles were 
developed to provide evidence-based information for programming by the Government, UN, and development 
partners. This process was led and hosted by the Food and Nutrition Council (FNC), supported by WFP, and 
with the participation of Government Ministries and NGOs through a multi stakeholder consultative process.

The country has continued to experience climatic and economic shocks. While recurring droughts, erratic 
rainfall, and poor harvests have been the drivers of food insecurity in rural areas, economic challenges remain 
as one of the major drivers of food inaccessibility in urban areas. From, these existing challenges were further 
compounded by the effects of Covid-19 and the lockdown measures which were put in place to curb its 
spread. To understand the evolving changes, it was necessary to update all the 60 rural District Profiles to 
more accurately identify and address the humanitarian and programmatic needs in Zimbabwe. The 2016 
District Profiles had reached their full life span of five years. 

The District Profiles were compiled using other existing information products such as the ZimVAC Livelihoods 
Assessment Reports, national Integrated Context Analysis (ICA), the Seasonal Livelihood Programming (SLP), 
and community action plans, among other key reference documents. The district profiles provide ward-level 
analysis as well as insights for programmatic needs at sub-district level. These are developed as a public 
good to support Government, UN and developmental partners in the design, targeting and implementation 
of humanitarian, resilience and development programmes.

These risk profiles provide a comprehensive sub district level overview focusing on infrastructure, water 
and sanitation, communication, livelihoods, poverty, climate, crops, livestock, markets, hazards and shocks, 
development indicators and priorities, food and nutrition security conditions, and recommendations.

It is my greatest hope that all stakeholders will find this updated information useful in further refining their 
programmes and targeting criteria for the development of Zimbabwe.
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1. General Characteristics Of The District

1.1. Map Of District Map

Figure	1:	Mwenezi	District	Profile	

1.2. Administrative Information
Mwenezi is the largest district in Masvingo Province with a total area of 1 ,315 032 hectares. It is located in 
the South-Eastern part of the province, bordering with Chiredzi to the East, Chivi to the North, Beitbridge to 
the South and Mberengwa to the West. The district has 18 administrative wards, which consist of communal 
(1-12), Resettlement (13-17) and 18 (peri-urban) and a total district population of 209, 327 (table 1). The main 
business centres in Mwenezi District are Lundi, Neshuro, Sarauro, Maranda, Rutenga, and Dinhe.

1.3. Population Information

Table 1: Population Information By Ward

Ward No. Ward Name Pop 2012 Population 
2022

HH 2022 Average 
Household Size

1 Masogwe 5,589 6,820 1,659 4.1

2 Rata 5,288 5,512 1,169 4.7

3 Murawi 7,986 8,117 1,682 4.8

4 Chimbudzi 5,336 6,112 1,340 4.6

5 Chingami 10,291 11,678 2,682 4.4

6 Gwamatenga 4,346 4,439 931 4.8

7 Mushava 6,154 7,459 1,667 4.5

8 Dinhe 6,580 7,392 1,592 4.6

9 Maranda 7,034 7,727 1,600 4.8

10 Chirindi 7,708 8,659 1,816 4.8

11 Rushumbe 6,194 7,498 1,555 4.8

12 Shayamavhudzi 5,232 6,099 1,287 4.7
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13 Sagwari 29, 057 48, 207 9,530 5.1

14 Chunyu 10, 095 10, 626 2,096 5.1

15 Mateke 9,211 12, 315 2,636 4.7

16 Bubi 15, 089 17, 213 3,458 5

17 Chovelele 21, 355 27, 028 5,002 5.4

18 Rutenga 3,718 6,426 1,901 3.4

Total  166, 263 209, 327 43, 603 4.8 

Source: ZimSTAT Census 2012 and 2022

For	updated	population	figures,	refer	to	Zimstat	Census	report	(https://www.zimstat.co.zw)

1.4. Vegetation Characteristics
(Mopani), Baobab, Marula and (Mutsviri) trees are the most common type of tree found in the district. Some 
of the trees are used for firewood while others are used for timber in Wards (13, 14, 15, 16 and 17). However, 
the Marula tree which is mostly available in the communal areas is used by communities to produce Marula 
wine for local consumption and also as a means of livelihood for local community members as there is 
now a national biotech processing plant at Rutenga. During hard times the communities also eat the seed 
of the Marula fruit to cope with hunger. Furthermore, the Mopani worm is an important source of nutrition 
in Mwenezi District and also contributes to household livelihoods. Mopane worm collection occurs in two 
eruptive waves during the year in December and March/April. The major markets for Mopane worms are 
the urban areas such as  Beitbridge, Bulawayo, Masvingo, Harare and various roadside sale points between 
Masvingo and Beitbridge Highway. The veld in resettlement areas is mostly “sweet-veld” which is rich in 
protein and is used for off veld cattle fattening 

1.5. Land Degradation
In communal areas where erosion control is minimal, land degradation continues to be a challenge. All wards 
are affected with Wards 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 14 being the most affected areas. Land degradation has 
clearly worsened since 2016, attributed to the increased human influx and agricultural activities as well as 
minimal conservation works implemented. Deforestation is rampant in Wards 13, 14, 15 and 16 along Masvingo-
Beitbridge road, which leads to land degradation ultimately posing a negative effect on the environment.

1.6.   Development Indicators
1.6.1. Education Information 
In Mwenezi District, schools are run by the government, church, council, and private owners. The district has 
a total of 127 Primary Schools and 37 Secondary Schools. In 2016, the district had 3 schools with boarding 
facilities. These were Mwenezi Government, Hebron High School and Lundi Mission. 2 more low cost boarding 
facilities have been constructed to-date for female learners, and these are Maranda and Nikita. 

1.6.2. Health Facilities By Type 
Table 2 and 3 presents health facilities (Hospitals and clinics) existing in the district 

Table 2: Health Facilities (Hospitals) 

Health Centre Location (Ward) Authority

Matibi Mission Hospital 3 Mission

Mwenezi District Hospital 5 Government

Table 3: Health Facilities  (clinics)

No. Name Of Health Centre Ward Authority (e.g. Council, Government, Private)

1 Lundi clinic 1 Mission/Lutheran

2 Nehanda 2 Gvt

3 Chimbudzi 4 Gvt

4 Manyuchi 6 Council

5 Mushava 7 Council

6 Chizumba 7 Gvt

7 Maranda mission 8 Mission/Church of Christ

8 Munyamani 16 Gvt

Table 1: Population Information By Ward (continued)
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9 Marinda 8 Council

10 Maranda sub 9 Gvt

11 Boterere 12 Council

12 Mlelezi 11 Council

13 Chirindi 10 Gvt

14 Mazetese 10 Council

15 Rutenga NRZ 18 NRZ

16 Rutenga 18 Gvt

17 G and N 18 Private

18 Chingwizi 13 Gvt

19 Mwenezi 16 Council

20 Mwenezana 16 Private

21 Bubye 16 Council

The district has 8 council clinics, 9 Government clinics, 3 mission clinics, 1 parastatal and 2 private clinics 
(Table 2 and 3). Be that as it may, most communities reside far from these clinics including but not limited 
to Ward 17 (Sovelele). People from Sovelele travel as far as 100km to access health services at Chirindi clinic 
in Ward 10. Also, those residing in Ward 15 Mateke and Valley travel as far as 100km to access health services 
at Mwenezi /Rutenga clinics in Wards 16 and 18, respectively. This problem results in defaulting, especially in 
rainy seasons where water bodies and roads are inaccessible.

1.6.3. Settlement Types
Table 4 shows district settlement types in wards

Table 4: Settlement Types 

Settlement Type No. Of Wards

Peri-Urban 1

Growth point 1

Resettlement area 5

Communal 12

Estate Farms 1

2. Other Development Indicators

2.1. Water And Sanitation Information
Table 5 and 6 shows water and sanitation facilities by ward respectively.

Table 5: Water And Sanitation Facilities By Ward

Ward Main Water 
Sources Per Ward

Functional 
Borehole

Non-
Functional 
Boreholes

Functional 
Boreholes 

2021

Non-Functional 
Boreholes 2021

Reasons For The 
Non-Functioning 
Of The Boreholes

1 Boreholes and 
deep wells 

57 2 59 2 Shortage of spares 

2 Boreholes and 
deep wells 

51 1 53 5 Shortage of spares 

3 Boreholes and 
deep wells

55 2 58 9 Shortage of spares  

4 Boreholes and 
deep wells

52 1 57 8 Shortage of spares 

5 Boreholes and 
deep wells

89 1 94 14 Shortage of spares

6 Boreholes and 
deep wells

47 0 49 7 Shortage of spares

7 Boreholes and 
deep wells

47 1 51 6 Shortage of spares
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9 Marinda 8 Council

10 Maranda sub 9 Gvt

11 Boterere 12 Council

12 Mlelezi 11 Council

13 Chirindi 10 Gvt

14 Mazetese 10 Council

15 Rutenga NRZ 18 NRZ

16 Rutenga 18 Gvt

17 G and N 18 Private

18 Chingwizi 13 Gvt

19 Mwenezi 16 Council

20 Mwenezana 16 Private

21 Bubye 16 Council

NB:The district benefited from support from NGOs on rehabilitation and drilling of new boreholes. There is 
also a District Maintenance team which comprise of Council, DDF and development partners.

2.2. Sanitation Facilities   

Table 6: 2021 Statistics Of Sanitation Facilities 

Ward No. Of HHs With 
Latrines 2016

Percentage HHs With 
Latrines 2016 %

HH With 
Latrines 2021

% HHs With 
Latrines 2021

Variance %

1 581 47 1,112 52 5

2 428 40 674 50 10

3 326 20 729 39 19

4 610 52 793 52 0

5 661 31 1,090 51 20

6 403 48 632 78 30

7 436 35 870 45 10

8 599 47 692 38 -9

9 417 29 414 27 -2

10 317 21 901 52 31

11 185 15 293 24 9

12 217 21 457 39 18

13 102 1 663 10 9

14 1312 5 139 8 3

15 96 11 105 6 -5

16 231 11 553 10 -1

17 523 2 427 7 5

18 76 0 4,859 100

District 15, 403 34

The district has witnessed a sharp rise in construction of latrines. The increase might be attributed to 
awareness campaigns and sensitization done by DWSSC. Africa Ahead conducted training to community 
health clubs in Wards 4, 10, 13 and 16 which brought about empowerment to locals. 

Table 5: Water And Sanitation Facilities By Ward (continued)
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3. Transport And Communication

Mwenezi District has a fairly good road network with most areas accessible throughout the year.  There are 
6 major roads in the district, Harare-Masvingo–Beitbridge, Rutenga-Buchwa (tarred), TNP – West Nicholson, 
Sarahuru-Manyuchi-Musume Hospital, Maranda-Mwenezana Estate (Gravel) and Rutenga–Mbizi– Chingwizi 
– Triangle (tarred). Most of these roads are serviced by government with some under Council and DDF and 
require constant repairs and maintenance. Most of the dirty roads are not well maintained which affects the 
availability and price of transport and commodities, as well as reduce the market accessibility to farmers. Two 
railway lines pass through the district i.e. Buchwa and Chiredzi-South Africa railway lines.

The majority of people in Mwenezi District use mobile telecommunication as compared to fixed land line. 
Econet is mainly used by both urban and communal dwellers. TelOne connectivity is only available in Wards 
1, 5, 14, 16 and 18, with coverage estimated be less than 10% in all the wards (Table 7).

Table 7: Current Network Coverage By Ward

Ward Econet Coverage % Netone Coverage % Telecel Coverage %

1 Yes 100 Yes 100 Yes 50

2 Yes 80 Yes 50 Yes 0

3 Yes 70 Yes 50 No 0

4 Yes 60 Yes 40 No 0

5 Yes 100 Yes 80 Yes 0

6 Yes 40 Yes 10 No 0

7 Yes 30 Yes 10 No 0

8 Yes 35 Yes 80 No 0

9 Yes 90 No 10 No 0

10 Yes 20 Yes 10 No 0

11 Yes 15 No 10 No 0

12 Yes 21 No 10 No 0

13 Yes 60 Yes 10 No 0

14 Yes 85 Yes 10 No 0

15 Yes 20 No 10 No 0

16 Yes 32 Yes 10 No 0

17 Yes 30 Yes 30 No 0

18 Yes 100 Yes 100 Yes 100

4. Main Livelihood Sources

The district is divided into 2 food livelihood economic zones namely; Southern Cattle and Central Farming 
and Mwenezi, Central Chivi and South Midlands economic zones. Wards 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17 and 18 
are in the Mwenezi, Central Chivi and South Midlands economic zones while the rest of the wards lie in the 
Southern Cattle and Central Farming (table 8 and Figure 2). Agriculture is the primary livelihood source for 
the majority of the population. As a result of the unfriendly agro-climatic environment, crop production is 
not a reliable source of livelihood hence livestock production becomes an important complimentary source 
especially for the better off households. 

The district also relies on employment, casual labour, beer brewing, Mopane worms, crop and livestock sales 
and remittances. The main employer in the district is Mwenezana sugar cane Estate near Rutenga that provide 
formal and informal employment to the people in the surrounding areas. The civil service also provides formal 
employment to few professionals in the district. Remittances contribute to the livelihood for a number of 
households with household members remitting from within and outside the country. 
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Table 8: Summary Of Economic Zones

Livelihood Description Wards

Mwenezi, 
Central 
Chivi and 
South Midlands 
economic zones

This zone is found in communal lands in several districts including 
Mwenezi, Chivi, Southern Mberengwa and Western Masvingo. Households 
combine some cereal and cash cropping (a precarious venture in such 
a lowland area) with livestock production and market purchases. Casual 
work opportunities are found on plantations, estates and mines within the 
zone as well as further afield. A number of rivers provide gold panning 
and some fishing opportunities. Nonetheless, this is an area of chronic 
poverty and food insecurity

4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13,
16, 17 and 18

Southern Cattle 
and Central 
Farming 
economic 
zones

This livelihood zone covers a vast area across Southern and Central 
Zimbabwe spread across 15 districts. This is a predominantly mixed 
farming area with cereal cropping and cattle ranching. The majority of 
farmers are A1 and A2 farm beneficiaries. Production of maize, sorghum, 
and groundnuts, round nuts, cowpeas and sweet potatoes is moderate. 
Other economic activities include gold panning, grass sales, casual labour 
and brick moulding. This is a food secure zone.

1, 2, 3, 5,
13 and 14

Source: Zimbabwe HEA Baseline Report, 2012

4.1. Main Challenges Affecting Livelihood Activities
• Drought impact negatively on crop and livestock production, since these rely on seasonal rainfall.Low
   seasonal  adversely affect  yields and livelihoods. 
• Outbreak of pests and diseases in livestock affects the livelihoods of households that depend on them for
   food, draught power, and income.
• Unpredictable Mopane worms Harvest time - is affected by unreliable eruption times, dwindling supplies 
    due to deforestation of local Mopane woodlands (in some areas), labour intensive harvesting and processing,
   no improved technologies for processing, high marketing and transaction costs that limit access to alternative
  markets especially in remote areas, the sales of small amounts by individuals and poorly developed road
  networks
• Damaged roads access to markets is hindered, sometimes transportation of products/supplies  becomes 
 more expensive.
• Poor producer prices  these demotivates producers leading to low production level.
• Outbreaks of human diseases including Covid-19 many household heads were left jobless and as a result 
   seriously affected the means of their livelihoods.
• Migration: Majority of the active groups in the district are migrating to neighboring South Africa seeking
   greener pastures,  leaving behind the non-active groups (children and elderly). 
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Figure 2:  Livelihood Zones Map (Source: Zimbabwe HEA Baseline Report, 2012)

According to the 2012 National Census, 64, 297 out of 82, 777 people (77.7%) are economically active. These 
were distributed in the formal and informal sectors. It was noted that women are more economically active 
than men.

5. Poverty Levels

The overall poverty prevalence for Mwenezi District is 80.9% according to ZIMSTAT 2015 report.  The whole 
district has a poverty prevalence above 70% except Ward 18 with a prevalence of 46.2% (figure	3). Ward 12 
has the highest poverty prevalence of 89.7% (figure	3). There is a similar pattern of poverty prevalence for 
Wards 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 which are close together and these wards have a poverty prevalence rates which 
exceed 85%. Ward 18, which is peri urban, has the lowest poverty prevalence.



Figure 3: Poverty Map For Mwenezi By Ward (Source: ZIMSTAT 2015)

6. Agriculture Information

6.1. Natural Regions And Climate
The district falls into two natural regions; natural Region 5a and natural Region 5b. 1-14, 16-18 are in Natural 
Region 5a, while Ward 15 falls under natural Region 5b ( Table 9 and Figure 4).

Table 9: Summary Of Natural Regions By Ward
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Natural Region Characteristics Wards

Region Va Fairly low rainfall per annum (450 – 650mm), 
frequent seasonal droughts and severe dry spells, 
suitable for semi-extensive farming based on 
livestock, resistant fodder crops and small grains

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17 and 18

Region Vb Unable to sustain any form of rain-fed agriculture 
including the drought tolerant crops which 
previously did well without being complimented 
with irrigation- suitable for cattle ranching.

15
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Figure 4: Map Of Natural Regions By Wards 

6.2. Mean Annual Seasonal Rainfall 
Generally, there is an upward trend in annual rainfall received. Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 and partly Wards 5 and 13 
receive rainfall above 400mm per annum, with the rest receiving less than 400mm with an erratic distribution 
pattern in both space and time (Figure 5).

Figure 5: Mwenezi Mean Annual Rainfall



Figure 6: Zimbabwe Drought Prone Map (Source: WFP National  ICA, 2021)

6.3. Drought And Flood Prone Areas
The Wards which are mostly affected by severe droughts include 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 and parts of 
Wards 5 and 13 experiencing a drought once every three years.

The district experiences very high temperatures of up to 400C during the day and around 30 to 35 degrees 
during the night. The district is therefore drought prone (Figure 6).  The graph above summarizes the rainfall 
patterns experienced in the district.
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Figure 7:  Flood Prone Areas (Source: National  ICA, 2021) 

6.4. Hydro-Geological Conditions 
Table 10 presents the distribution of dams by ward

Table 10: Distribution Of Major Dams By Ward

Ward Major Dams In The Ward

1 Mapwi Dam

2 Masvosva

3 Musaverima

4 Manyuchi

5 Chedozvo /Chingami

6 Rumwanjiva

7 Chizumba

8 Chemvana

9 Chiraranye

10 Machakwa , Malipati

11

12 Chimwandau

13

14
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6.5. Crop Information
The district is divided into three distinct farming sectors namely communal areas (Ward 1 to Ward 12), 
resettlement areas (A1 and A2) and commercial farms (Ward 13 to Ward 17) and Urban Centre – Rutenga 
Growth Point (Ward 8). Crops mainly grown in the district include sorghum, millet, maize, cotton, groundnuts 
and round nuts. Sugar cane is grown in Mwenezana Estate under Tonguat Hullets Group of Companies. The 
district has communal, A1 farms, A2 farms, Sugar Cane Estates and Conservancies. Table 11 presents farming 
sectors, hectarage  and population figures

Table 11: Main Farming Sectors In The District

Farming Sector Area (ha) % Population %

Communal 206, 300 15 96, 107 46.7

Old Resettlement 23, 549 1.7 3,795 2.1

LSCFA 334, 600 25 500 0.3

Conservancies 130, 000 9.7 154 0.08

A1 432, 332 32 98, 416 48

A2 185, 279 13 740 0.4

Urban 3,572 3.6 3,946 2.4

Total 1, 315, 632 100 203, 658 100

6.6. Irrigation Schemes
There are 6 functional irrigation schemes in Mwenezi (table 12). The main rivers in the district are Mwenezi 
River, Bubi River and Runde River. These rivers traditionally flow from December to May with breaks in 
between. There is also Dinhe and Mucheni Rivers which are seasonal

Table 12: Distribution Of Irrigation Schemes By Ward

Ward Name Of Irrigation Schemes Total Area (hectares) Status

3 Musaverima Irrigation scheme 34 Functional

6 Murove Irrigation scheme 40 Functional

7 Chizumba Irrigation scheme 40 Functional

8 Dinhe Irrigation Scheme 65 Functional

4 Manhumamwe Irrigation Scheme 6 Functional

16 Lapache Irrigation scheme 35 Functional

Horticultural crops (cabbages, leafy vegetables, tomatoes and green maize) are grown in irrigation schemes.
 
Challenges 
• Power cuts to Murove, Chizumbe and Dinhe irrigation schemes fed by ZESA leading to crop failure
• Disturbances on the water pump affected by flooding during the rainy season
• Limited catchment protection around the schemes.

6.7. Crop Production Trends
The district has not been able to produce enough cereals to last a consumption year. Table 13 shows annual 
cereal production levels from 2017/18 to 2020/21 production seasons. Due to erratic rains and lack of farming 
inputs, cereal production has been poor in the past ten years. Own production of cereals has been lasting 
for a period of 4 to 8 months in the past ten years. The district relies on cereals from other districts that are 
normally surplus producing districts

Table 13: Crop Production Trends 

Seasons Cereal Production (mt)

2017/18 31 378.1

2018/19 7 960.4

2019/20 8 370.94

2020/21 24 228.05

Source: Mwenezi District Crop and Livestock Assessment reports
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7. Livestock

Cattle and goats are kept mostly by the better off households while chickens are kept  by all wealth groups 
including the poor. Using the ABCD wealth categorisation (A-better off, B-moderate, C-poor, D-poorest), 
those that fall in A have 20 or more livestock with adequate farm power, those in B have 10 or more but less 
than 20, those that fall in the C category have around 5 animals and those in D have less than 5 animals (table 
14).

Table 14: Average Livestock Holding Per Ward

Ward Average Cattle 
Holding

Average Goats 
Holding

Average Sheep 
Holding

Average Chicken 
Holding

1 7 4 3 10

2 7 6 2 10

3 7 7 4 10

4 7 4 4 10

5 7 8 2 10

6 7 9 2 10

7 12 7 2 10

8 12 8 4 10

9 12 8 3 10

10 12 8 2 10

11 12 8 4 10

12 12 8 4 10

13 12 9 3 10

14 12 9 2 10

15 12 9 4 10

16 12 9 3 10

17 12 5 2 10

18 0 0 0 0

The livestock ownership varies by wealthy group with some of the households in the lower middle class 
owning no livestock at all (Table 14).

7.1. Main Livestock Diseases 
Heart Water, Blackleg, and Foot and Mouth Disease are the most common cattle and goat diseases in the 
district. Foot and Mouth Disease is most common in wards bordering game reserves and conservancies. 
Goats are mostly affected by Heart Water which is a Tick Borne Disease a result of the exclusion of goats 
from dipping programs in the district. Chickens are often affected by Fowl Choraiza, Fowl Pox and New Castle 
disease. The diseases are found throughout the district. Table 15 presents  wards susceptible to each of these 
diseases.

Table 15: Main Livestock Diseases

Livestock Disease Wards  Mostly

Rabies 18

Newcastle Disease All wards

Anthrax -

Foot and Mouth 14, 15, 16 and 17,

Lumpy Skin All wards

Heart Water All wards

Theileriosis  3
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7.2. Dipping Facilities
Table 16 presents information on dip tanks and wards being serviced.

Table 16: Mwenezi Ahmcs, Dip Tank And Wards Served

AHMC Dip Tank Cattle Census Wards

Matibi Pambe 1,472 3

Musaverema 2,500 3

Sitera 1,399 4

Masvosva Masvosva 1,803 2 and 3

Negari 1,724 2

Matande 2,177 2

Neshuro Neshuro 2,605 5

Chitanga 2,298 1

Mavambo 2,583 13

Matedzi 1,772 4

Sarahuru Sarahuru 1,840 5

Chitemere 1,878 5

Chedozvo 1,874 5

Murove 2,117 4

Rukawu 1,773 4

Mushava Murove 2 1,363 6

Mushava 1,472 7

Mwenezana 1,399 7

Chizumba 2,500 7

Dinhe Urongorokwa 2,326 16

Gara 2,358 8

Gandama 2,270 8

Machokoto 1,822 8

Maranda 1 Maranda a 1,520 9

Maranda b 1,555 9 AND 10

Chikwe 1,907 9 and 11

Mazetese 1,072 10

Manyuchi 1,098 10

Maranda 2 Chahoma a 1,638 9

Chahoma b 1,730 9

Dinhe 2,295 8 and 12

Shayamabvudzi 2,385 12

Chengwe 1,889 9, 11 and 12

Nikita Makugwe 1,046 17

Chomutamba 996 10

Chambarara 1,008 17

Mjingwe 1,613 17

Zvouchi 1,102 17

Vongwe Chikumire 1,989 11

Mwambwe 918 17

Mlelezi 1,787 11

Nhongogwe 1,709 17

Chirindi 1,634 10

Sovelele 1 Chomutenene 1,596 17

Vuruka 1,869 17
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Muraba 876 17

Matumbayarira 1,668 17

Mananga 934 17

Sovelele 2 Mutiusinazita 1,973 17

Dombodema 987 17

Mvoko 1,454 17

Vokwe 785 17

Gaha 1,068 17

Kayalami Kayalalami 1,431 16

Quaggapan 1,560 16

Flora 1,640 16

Welkom 1,595 16

Sosonye 1,054 15 and 16

Bubye Bubye 1,395 16

Santidza 1,041 16

Mtezvegwi 1,953 16

Takadevhu 2,998 16

Rutenga west Sonopi 1,673 14

Gwamarara 1,760 14

Rinette 1,785 14

Mwenezi Chinyu 1,404 14

Dumbu 1,425 14

Mangondi 946 14

Guruguru 1,406 14 and 16

Rutenga central Guramatunhu 1,805 13

Romorehoto 1,076 13

Tavamo 1,205 13

Muzhanjire Chatagwi 2,159 13

Mapwi 1,408 13

Nkomati 1,576 13

Chise 2,224 31

Mucheni 2,010 13

Chegombiro Chegombiro 1,333 13

Lower 1,253 13

Simukai 1,397 13

Mukume 1,880 13

Tagarika Lnb 1,079 13

Dycrust 2,127 13

Mfula kariba 1,753 13

Mfula lundi 1,361 13

Mukosi 706 13

Chingwizi Chingwizi 1 1,371 13

Chingwizi 2 1,313 13

Eureka 1,331 13

Mpapa 1,358 13

Masangula Masangula 1,138 13

Chisiti 988 13

Maskiri 1,039 13

Pelindaba 891 13

Table 16: Mwenezi Ahmcs, Dip Tank And Wards Served (continued)
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JB 946 13

Damarakanaka Chikokoko 875 13

Stelmacoe 1,092 13

Bjb Gaja 1,195 13

Bjb Nkonkoni 1,056 13

Chomumvuri 1,199 13

Edenvale Matsuuke 1,033 15

Jubula 1,154 15

Nandice 816 15

Ironwood 1,115 15

Table 16: Mwenezi Ahmcs, Dip Tank And Wards Served (continued)

Matenga 833 15

Malikango Malikango 916 15

Mateke 1,610 15

Dembe 1,072 15

Mateke Buttlefields 1,731 15

Turf 896 15

Valley (Non Functional 15

168, 859

8. Markets

The district has 71 service centres, the main ones being, Rutenga Growth Point, Neshuro, Sarahuru, Lundi and 
Maranda. (See annex 1 for a list of the centres).

8.1. Livestock Markets
Livestock sales particularly cattle, are mostly sold through the Rural District Council. This provides a ready 
market and helps to reduce stock theft. Annex 11 is a summary of goats and cattle selling points. Cattle 
prices are about $300 on average, goats cost about $25 and chicken about $5 (Table 17). Figure 8 shows a 
comparative analysis of 2016 and 2022 livestock prices.   

Table 17: Livestock Prices

Livestock type Average Price 2016 
(US$)

Average Price 2022 
(US$)

Type Of Market

Cattle $300 $300 Farmer to farmer, local 
butcheries, private 

buyers, Abattoirs

Sheep $50 $100(R$1000-1500) Farmer to farmer, local 
restaurants

Goats $30 $40 (R600) Farmer to farmer, local 
restaurants

Donkey $150 $200 Farmer to farmer, local 
buyers 

Fish $2 $3 Farmer to farmer, private 
buyers

Guinea Fowls $3 $5 Farmer to farmer

Indigenous Chickens $4 $7(R100) Farmer to farmer, local 
restaurants

Pigs $ $55 Farmer to farmer, local 
butcheries



Figure 8:  Livestock Price  2016 Versus 2022 

Prices of livestock in Mwenezi are dependent upon several factors including seasons, climatic variations, 
disease outbreaks, availability of markets, economic instability. In both good and bad years, livestock are 
affected by food and water shortages as well as various diseases that threaten their lives. Livestock diseases 
are prevalent in bad years, and this tends to affect their quality and price during peak hunger periods. The 
loss of livestock affects the livelihoods of households that depend on them for food, draught power, and 
income. Generally, as indicated in the Table above, there is an upward trend in terms of prices of livestock 
from 2016 to 2022.

8.2. Main Types And Characteristics Of Agricultural Markets For Main Crops:
Number of markets in the district:Crop markets are mostly informal characterized by farmer-to-farmer sales, 
with the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) and business centres providing a more formal setting. There is one 
GMB Depot at Rutenga Growth Point and six collection depots at Mapwi Business Centre (Ward 1), Sarahuru 
Business Centre (Ward 5), Sovelele (Ward 17), Maranda (Ward 9), Dick (Ward 13) and Welcome (Ward 16). 
Horticultural crops produced from irrigation schemes are sold at Lundi, Neshuro, Maranda, Matibi, Sarahuru, 
Rutenga and Dinhe business centres. Cotton is sold to cotton companies. Table 18 and 19 presents crop 
markets by ward and commodity availability and prices per ward respectively.

Table 18: Crop Markets By Commodity 

Market Name Ward Number Commodity Source Of 
Commodity

Availability

GMB Rutenga and 
6 sub collection 
points (Maranda, 
Sovelele, Sarahuru, 
Dick, Welkom, 
Mapwi)

18, 9, 17, 5, 13, 16 
and 1 

Pulses Mwenezi farmers 
from Ward 1-17

Available

Cereals Mwenezi farmers 
from Ward 1-17

Available

Rutenga, Neshuro, 
Sarahuro, Dinhe 
and Lundi 

18, 5, 1 and 8 Horticulture Irrigation schemes 
and local farmers

Available

Cottco Rutenga 18 Cotton Local farmers Not available

23 | Mwenezi
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Table 19 : Commodity Availability And Prices Per Ward 

Ward Maize 
Meal

$
10kg

Maize 
Grain

$/
bucket

Beans
$/

500g

Other 
Small 
Grain

$/
bucket

Rice Maize 
Meal
$/

10kg

Maize 
Grain

$/
bucket

Beans
$/

500g

Other 
Small 
Grain

$/
bucket

Rice	$/
per 2 

kg

2016 2022

1 lundi 6.00 8.00 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

2. Matande 6.00 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

3 matibi 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

4.Chimbudzi 6.00 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

5 Neshuro 6.00 8.00 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

6.Gwamatenga 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

7.Chizumba 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

8 Dinhe 6.00 9.00 1.00 3.00 2,50 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

9maranda 6.00 10.00 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

10, Nikita 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

11.marimuka 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

12.Boterere 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

13. Sagwari 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

14.Mangondi 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

15.Mateke 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

16.Bubi 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

17 sovelele 6.00 - 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

18 Rutenga 6.00 10.00 1.00 3.00 3.00 4.18 7.00 0.90 4.00 1.84

General trends indicate that prices have increased except for mealie-meal which reduced because in 2016 
mealie was a scarce commodity resulting in the importation of cheap commodities from South Africa. 

8.3.Market Challenges
• Fluctuation of commodity prices
• No legislation to regulate livestock prices 
• During drought years prices of cattle significantly go down
• Few buyer on the market which affects pricing of commodities and livestock
• Long distances from producers to markets 
• Poor road infrastructure pose challenges for transporting the agricultural products to markets. 
• Low commodity prices linked to high input and production costs 
• Poor market linkages
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8.4. Labour Markets
Generally, labour opportunities in the district since 2016 are increasing, owing to improvements in infrastructure 
and industry (table 20). For example, the rehabilitation of the Masvingo-Beitbridge road and the opening of 
the Marula processing plant (table 21).

Table 20: Labour Markets

Labour Opportunity Ward Offering This 
Opportunity

Wards Providing Labour Proportion Of 
Households Accessing 

This Opportunity

Marula processing 18 13, 14 and 18 12 %

Farming 1-17 1-17 65%

Road construction 1, 5, 13, 14 and 15 1, 5, 13, 14, 15 and 16 5%

Markets 4, 7, 9, 11, 13, 16 and 17 4, 7, 9, 11, 13, 16 and 17 40%

Fishing 1, 4, 6, 9 and 13 1, 4, 6, 9and 13 8%

Formal 1-18 1-18 45%

Cross boarder trader 1-18 1-18 35%

Mwenezi District is largely characterized by labour opportunities in the farming sector (65%), followed by 
the formal sector (45%), which includes but not limited to civil servants, NGOs, retail shop workers etc. Cross 
border trading (40%) is another predominant labour opportunity, as the district is adjacent to South Africa. 
A number of opportunities emerged  for Mwenezi residents along Masvingo Beitbridge highway during the 
road construction works currently underway.  Population groups that are involved in the labour opportunities 
in the district (table 21).

Table 21: Labour Markets

Labour Opportunity Population Group

Road Construction Males 18-40 years

Marula Processing  Mostly females aged between 18-40

Fishing Males 45 years and above 

Cross border trading Females and Males 24-49 years

Markets Males and Females 20-50 years

Farming Males and females 18- 50 years

9. Nutrition 

9.1. Prevalence Of Malnutrition
According to FNC June 2015 report, the prevalence of GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) amongst children 
under-fives was 3.5%, with boys recording a higher prevalence (4.1%) than girls (2.9%). Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) was found to be at 0.7% and consistently boys were more likely to be severely malnourished (0.9%) 
than girls (0.4%) hence the need for food assistance interventions.

9.2. Prevalence Of Malnutrition
Generally across all age groups, the prevalence of wasting was 3.5% with the severe wasting being higher in 
the 0-5 month age group and lowest in the 6-11 months age group. Of all the children who were wasted 0.7% 
had severe wasting while 2.8% were moderately wasted (table 23). 

9.4% of children in Mwenezi were underweight, of these 7.9%  were moderately underweight and 1.5% were 
severely underweight. More females (9.0%) as compared to boys (6.9 %) were moderately underweight.
 
Across all age groups 26.5 % of all children assessed in the district were stunted. Boys continued to show 
higher prevalence of malnutrition with 30.7% stunted as compared to 21.5% girls 
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9.3.Indicators:
Children: 
1. SAM     - 592 children screened    0.3- 0,8%
2. MAM-592 children screened    -1.5-2.5% 
3. Stunting – 547 children screened   28,5-29-5%
4. Morbidity (if available)
5. Number of children died (IMAM) -
6. Number of children admitted into lMAM program-
7. Number of children non-responded (IMAM)
8. Number of children exiting IMAM program 

Women of reproductive age: 

Table 22: Malnutrition, HIV And TB 

Indicator Percentage %

Moderate Acute Malnutrition 1.5

Severe Acute Malnutrition 0.3

Stunting 28.5

Overweight and obesity 1.8

Low Birth weight 18.5

Source: National  nutrition survey 2018

Table 23 presents feeding practices in children under 2 years of age.

Table 23: Feeding Practices In Children Under 2 Years Of Age

Feeding Practice Percentage  %

Minimum Meal Frequency 19.9

Minimum Dietary Diversity 6

Minimum Acceptable Diet 1.2

Exclusive Breastfeeding 77

Bottle Feeding 4.5

1. Minimum dietary diversity women (MDD-W) 6.0-9.7% 
2. Women Dietary Diversity Score (MDD-S)

10. Common Hazards

The most common shocks that are experienced in Mwenezi District can be sub-divided into natural and man-
made disasters.  

10.1.Natural Disasters
• Flooding associated with cyclones
• Drought and poor rainfall distribution leading to poverty cattle deaths.
• Crop pests (birds, wild animals, fall army worm, white mealy bug, amoured ground crickets)
• Livestock diseases (Foot and Mouth, Anthrax, Tick-borne, Lumpy Skin diseases and Black Leg).
• Lightning, hailstorms and whirlwinds
• Problem animals
• Human diseases (Cholera)
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10.2. Man-Made Disasters
• Road accidents
• Veld fires
• Train derailments

Table 24 presents Periodic and Chronic Hazards experienced in Mwenezi by ward

Table 24: Periodic And Chronic Hazards 

Ward Number And 
Name

Periodic Hazards (N.B: Covid-19 Is A Hazard 
Cutting Across All Wards In The District)

Chronic Hazards

1 Lundi Road accidents, human diseases (HIV/AIDS), 
problem animals (crocodiles)

Drought

2 Matande Drowning (Floods), human diseases (HIV/AIDS), 
problem animals (crocodiles),

Drought

3 Murawi Problem animals (crocodiles) Drought, Livestock 
diseases 
(January disease)

4 Chimbudzi Problem animals (crocodiles) Drought

5 Neshuro Drought

6 Gwamatenga Drought

7 Chizumba Problem animals (crocodiles) Drought

8 Dinhe Problem animals (crocodiles) Drought

10 Tsungirirai Problem animals (crocodiles) Drought

11 Mangwerume Wild animals (lions) Drought

12 Boterere Crop pests (quelea birds) Drought

13 Sagwari Livestock diseases (Lumpy Skin), Crop pests 
(quelea birds, locusts)

Drought

14 Road accidents, Problem animals (crocodiles), 
hailstorms

Drought

15 Mateke Human-wildlife conflict, crop pests (quelea birds Drought

16 Bubi Human-wildlife conflict, crop pests (quelea birds), 
livestock diseases (FMD)

Drought

17 Sovelele Floods, drowning, problem animals 
(crocodiles, hippos)

Drought

18 Rutenga Road accidents, hailstorms, human diseases 
(STIs and HIV/AIDS

Drought
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Table 25: Hazard Risk  Analysis

Hazard Disaster Risk 
Assessment &
Wards At Risk

Affected Elements, Ie 
Assets, Population Groups, 
Livelihoods, Environment, 
Infrastructure Etc

Why	Affected/	Reasons	
Why Vulnerable

Drought 1-18 • Population groups 
(pregnant and lactating 
mothers, under 5s, elderly, 
chronically ill, persons 
with disabilities and child 
headed families,

• Livelihoods (Crops And 
Livestock Production, 
Mopane Worms’ Sales, 
Remittances)

• Environment

• Physiological state of 
the mentioned groups 
require special nutrition

• Crop do not grow well 
hence harvests affected 
– livestock reproduction 
is affected during 
drought years. 

• Mopane trees dry off in 
drought years

•  Loss of vegetation 
leaves soil exposed, 
resulting in erosion and 
land degradation 

• Water table is affected 
hence limited access to 
water for both humans 
and livestock

Human Disease 
Outbreaks

Covid -19 (Ward 1-18),
Cholera 
(Wards 14 and 15)

• Humans
• Livelihoods

• Deaths. GBV
• Job loses , 

Human-wildlife 
Conflict and 
Problem animals

1-4, 7-11 and 14-17 • Crops
• Humans
• Livestock

• Some animals devour 
crops especially 
elephants and hippos

• People sometimes get 
attacked by animals 
getting them injured 
and, in some cases, 
killed.

• Passing on diseases to 
livestock and sometimes 
hunting them down.

Road Accidents 1, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18 • Humans
• Livestock
• Environment
• Infrastructure

• Killed or injured
• Killed 
• Pollution
• Damaged or destroyed

Strong winds and 
hailstorms

14, 15, 16 and 18 • Infrastructure
• People
• Livestock
• Vegetation

• Damaged or destroyed
• Killed or injured
• Destroyed
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12. Food Security 

According to the Zimbabwe vulnerability assessment committee (ZimVAC) reports, the number of food 
insecsure population was on a downward trend between 2012 and 2014 and then a sudden upward trend 
between 2014 and 2016 (Figure 9).

Figure 9: Percentage Food Insecure Households (Source: ZimVAC)

Table 27 presents socio-economic groups and vulnerability classification 



Figure 10: Percentage Food Insecure Households (Source: ZimVAC)

Figure 10 shows the food insecurity population trends for Mwenezi over the past 5 years. From 2017 going 
upwards,  the highest food insecurity was recorded in the 2019/20 consumption year (69%), followed by 
2020 (62%) while 2017 had the lowest food insecurity prevalence (21 %). Projected food insecure population 
for the 2021 consumption year at peak was 119, 960 (51%).

12.1. Chronic And Transitory Food Insecurity
According to 2012 District population projection report outcomereport outcome Mwenezi had a total 
population of 169,  681. In 2021 according to the same report Mwenezi had a population of 235, 215. A total of 
119, 960 people were estimated to be food insecure. According to the WFP analysis ,analysis,with reference to 
Mwenezi District SLP report (2017) about . 25, 874 were estimated to be are chronically food insecure which 
means they are not able to meet their daily food needs without external  assistance (Level D). Another 37, 634 
were estimated to be those who are highly food insecure from last or consecutive shocks (Level C). About 35, 
282 people were also are estimated to be food secure under no major shocks (Level B), with .136, 425 people 
estimated to be are already resilient and are likely to manage difficult seasons and shocks.
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Figure	11:	Vulnerability	Profiling	(Source: Mwenezi SLP 2017)

• Group A is food secure and able to manage shocks on their own 
• Group B is vulnerable to seasonal food insecurity or in the event of a shock
• Groups C and D are both highly food insecure, whereas group C is likely as a result of a recent or a 
 repeated set of shocks, whilst the group D represents extreme poor and destitute households
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Table 27: Socio Economic Groups And Vulnerability Classification

Group A
Resilient

136, 425 people

These households are food secure and resilient, already benefitting from 
growth and development through their own efforts. They are likely to manage 
difficult seasons and shocks without requiring emergency assistance, and 
would benefit from social programmes – such as health, education, further 
capacity development, early warning, etc.

Participants described this group as being employed, having salaries and 
can have reliable remittances, could have business ventures or are traders, 
have access to irrigated lands/schemes, own 20 or more livestock, could own 
tractors, have reserve stocks, bigger houses, and employ others. 

Group B
Food secure under 
no major shocks

35, 282 people

These households are moderately resilient and vulnerable to not meeting 
food needs during difficult seasons or in the event of shocks, without 
compromising assets or livelihoods through negative coping strategies. 
On top of social programmes, this group may require seasonal support or 
emergency assistance during crises to safeguard assets.  It was identified that 
for households that lost significant assets in recent years are at risk to sliding 
downwards (into Group C or D) if not supported with development and asset 
creation programmes.

Participants identified that these households could have access to seasonal 
irrigation schemes, and small arable farms with adequate farming equipment 
and household labour. During harvest periods they can hire others yet will 
work as casual labourer’s during lean season. They have 10 cattle or more, 
own ploughs and have draught power (adequate farm power) and own more 
small animals. Some have remittances. 

Group C
Highly food insecure 
from last or consecutive
shocks

37, 634 people

These households have become highly food insecure as a result of eroded 
coping strategies from the war, coupled with constant exposure to difficult 
seasons and shocks, hindering their ability to recover by rebuilding lost assets 
and livelihoods. They would benefit from recovery and resilience building 
interventions whilst simultaneously improving their access to food, together 
with other complementary support (e.g. social programmes). Without such 
support, they risk sliding downwards into eventual destitution (Group D).

This group has no reliable sources of income, works as casual labour, and 
may receive irregular remittances. Have limited livestock (around 5 livestock), 
limited draught power which they share with others, small plots of land (less 
than 4 ha) with inadequate farming equipment and rely on small gardens. 
Households are larger with more dependents – tend to be more polygamous. 
Caring for extended families overburdens their resources

Group D
Highly food insecure, 
including destitute

25, 874 people

These highly food insecure households – including the destitute - are the 
most vulnerable groups, with little or no asset ownership, they are labour-
constrained, and are likely to be supported by the community. This group is 
likely to be persistently (chronically) food insecure and require a different set 
of programming support (e.g. social protection and alternative livelihoods).

Identified by participants as those households with few means for self-
support, are labour-constrained, are dependent on others, and receive little, 
irregular, or no remittances. They have few or no assets and will own only 
small livestock (but no cattle) and agricultural equipment. They have limited 
food stocks and no reserves and own less than 1 ha of land

Source: Mwenezi District SLP report: 2017
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12.2. Visible Vulnerabilities For The Socio Economic Groups
The different households from the different socio economic groups can be identified through the following 
indicators:

Group A – have modernized farming equipment such as tractors, estate owners owning more than 50 plus 
hectares of land with some access to irrigation, diversified sources of income (business ventures), able to hire 
both temporarily and permanent labour force. Surplus reserves for food stocks, own more than 50 plus cattle, 
have reliable remittances. Overally, these have adopted better farming and livestock practices.
 
Group B – have access to some productive assets (farming equipment), owning livestock (both big and small 
livestock) (20+ cattle), having access to adequate arable farming land and use both own household and hired 
labour. Have access to good housing water /sanitation and receive consistent remittances, while they can 
afford to send children to mission boarding schools.
 
Group C – no reliable sources of income, works as casual labour, and may receive irregular remittances. 
Have limited livestock (around 5 livestock), limited draught power, small arable plots of land (less than 5 ha) 
with inadequate farming equipment, and equipment on small gardens. Most of these households live in the 
communal areas, with difficulties to send children to secondary schools 

Group D – persistently (chronically) food insecure with few means for self-support, are labour-constrained, 
dependent on others, and receive little, irregular or no remittances at all. They have few or no meaningful 
assets and will own no livestock. Their food harvest only last for less than a month, therefore, they have no 
reserves. Hence, they live from hand to month and more so loan their land (3 ha) to others.

12.3. Coping Strategies 
• Households share food among themselves
• Reduce number of meals (eating vegetables and drinking tea only) 
• Petty trading, purchases, barter trade, vending, gifts, remittances, government and NGO support.
• In drought years people resort to one meal per day
• Migrate to SA where majority work in farms
• Resort to gold panning
• Herd cattle for middle to rich households in return for one beast for a year’s work.
• Fuel dealing along Masvingo- Beitbridge road.
• Firewood sales.
• Livestock and crop produce sale
• Remittances, purchases and gifts (from their children in the working class) 
• Mopani worm are harvested during rainy season twice a year in April and December.
• Casual labour normally comes during weeding time and harvesting time.
• At times poor and middle to rich groups supplement purchased food with indigenous fruits in season. 
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District Team

Name Designation Organisation

Gibson Dzoro

Nyaradzo Tongofa

Beauty Sibanda

Innocent Mutimukulu

17.	District	Profiling	Team
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